
 

Blast Off! 

 

Hi Girls and Boys. Our mini topic for the next two weeks is inspired by the Space X rocket launch 

which happened on Saturday 30th May! Did you watch it on the TV? Did you see it fly over us in the 

sky?  Two of NASA’s astronauts named Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley flew in a rocket to the 

International Space Station up in space! Over the next two weeks you can take part in lots of fun 

learning activities based on rockets and space, I am sure that if we were in school together we 

would have lots of fun exploring this exciting theme.  

You can do these activities in any order, although it would help if you watched the rocked launch on 

this link first https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1A0caKWAVYand read or watched the story ‘Whatever Next’ 

by Jill Murphy on this link too (or you might have the book at home) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6c5cb0u0rPM. 

I would love to see what you have been doing, maybe your parents could send me some of your 

learning by email, on Tapestry or share it on Facebook.  From Mrs Hargraves ☺  

Expressive Arts & Design 

Design and Make a Rocket: Create a vehicle that you could use to travel into space. 

What would it look like? You could create a rocket using cardboard tubes, a 

spacecraft using old boxes or you could design a different type of vehicle to get you 

there! 

 

Make a Galaxy in a Jar: To make this beautiful craft all you need is glitter, a jar, 

cotton wool, food colouring and water! They look amazing! Follow this link to find out 

how to make them. https://myhomebasedlife.com/galaxy-jar-kids-activity/ I would love to see how 

they turn out.  

 
 

 

 

 
Mathematics 

Counting Back to BLAST OFF! Practise counting down from 10 to 0. Explain to your child that during a rocket launch there is a 

countdown. Can your child first count backwards from 5 to 0? Then 10 to 0? Can they start at a random number such as 8 or 6? 

Can you count down as a family, each person taking a turn (this makes your child have to think of what number is coming next when 

it is their turn – they might find this tricky!) I have also emailed Parents some worksheets from Twinkl that follow a space theme.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1A0caKWAVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6c5cb0u0rPM
https://myhomebasedlife.com/galaxy-jar-kids-activity/


 
 
 

Understanding the World 

Tin Can Telephones: Astronauts communicate with Mission control. You can make a simple telephone using 2 tin cans or paper cups and some 

string. Ask a grown up to put a hole in the bottom of your can or cup. Then thread a piece of string between the two, putting a knot in each 

end. Pull the string tight and speak into the can as another person puts the other can or cup against their ear to hear you! “Mission Control 

this is Astronaut Hargraves, requesting permission to land, over!” They will be great to play with in your rocket!   

 

Learning about Astronauts: If your parents have a laptop take a look at the Amazing Astronaut Powerpoint I have sent them. You will learn 

lots about these brave space travelers! Can you look on the internet with a grown up to find out any facts about Bob Behnken and Doug 

Hurley the astronauts who flew in the Dragon Rocket?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Moving and Handling 

Galaxy Playdoh: Use a simple playdoh recipe like this one from 

One Mum and a Little Lady.com https://onemumandalittlelady.com/easy-

homemade-playdough-recipe-without-cream-tartar/ 

 and add some black or purple food colouring and glitter to make 

space playdoh! Playdoh is great for developing the muscles in your 

little ones fingers to help them with tasks such as writing and 

dressing themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Phonics 

Phonic Blast Off Game: ReceptionI have sent your grown ups a phonics 

game all about space to help you practise your CVC words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://onemumandalittlelady.com/easy-homemade-playdough-recipe-without-cream-tartar/
https://onemumandalittlelady.com/easy-homemade-playdough-recipe-without-cream-tartar/


Being Imaginative  

Role Play: In  the story ‘Whatever Next’ Baby Bear makes his rocket out of a cardboard box and uses things from around the house 

to dress as an astronaut. Can you find something in your house to make a rocket out of? A box, a laundry basket, your toy box? Can you 

decorate it to look like a rocket? How will you dress like an astronaut? Will you take any toys or pets on your adventures into space? 

I’m sure you will have lots of fun playing astronauts!  

Literacy 

What would you pack in your Rocket?: In  the story ‘Whatever Next’ Baby Bear takes his 

lunch to the moon to have a picnic. If you had to take a picnic to the moon what would you take? 

Use the template I have emailed to your parents to write a list of the things in your picnic. You 

could even make a picnic too!  

 

Label a Rocket: Practise your beautiful writing. On the template I have emailed your parents 

there is a rocket to label. Reception children you can copy the labels from the bottom of the 

sheet in your best handwriting and write them on the correct lines. Nursery children you can 

ask a grown up to read out the parts of the rocket and you can stick the labels where you think 

they will go. I wonder what colours you will colour your rocket in when you are finished? I would 

love to see them!  

 

Storyboard: Reception children, I have emailed your parents a blank storyboard. Can you retell 

the story of Whatever Next? Draw a little picture for each main part of the story. You might 

even be able to write a sentence under each one!  

 

Teddy Time: Which teddy would you choose to take with you in your rocket for company? Can 

you draw it for me? Can you write about why you would take that teddy? Can you label its 

parts?  



 


